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TheatreWorks of Central Florida: Overview (2019-20)  

 

 

 

Date of Incorporation: April 20, 2007 

Mission Statement: TheatreWorks of Central Florida (TWF) strives to create a positive 
contribution to the quality of life through the arts by bringing superior, professional 
performances to the stage and our community on a year round basis. 

Overview of Activities: TheatreWorks of Central Florida produces professional main 
stage plays and musicals to provide, preserve and promote the advancement of the art 
of live theatre. Through shared cultural experiences, such as the TheatreCares 
program, TheatreWorks of Central Florida puts the “unity” in our “community” and 
creates excellence in the arts that is engaging, entertaining and educationally insightful 
for its audiences. 

At A Glance: Production History:  

• Disney High School Musical Live (Central Florida Regional Premiere 2008) 
• Forever Plaid: Plaid Tidings (Holiday Nursing Home Tour 2008) 
• The Great American Trailer Park Musical (Winner of “Best in Fest” award - Orlando 

International Fringe Theatre Festival 2010) 
• Little Shop of Horrors (11 month tour; Winner of “Best in Fest” award - Orlando 

International Fringe Theatre Festival 2012) 
• Legally Blonde: The Musical (Central Florida regional professional premiere; Winner of 

“Best Musical 2013” award - BroadwayWorld Orlando) 
• Sweeney Todd (Winner of “Best Set, Music Direction and Lead Actress in A Musical 

2014” awards - BroadwayWorld Orlando) 
• Winter Wonderettes (TheatreCares Holiday Nursing Home Tour 2014)  
• Schoolhouse Rock Live (TheatreCares Underserved Student Tour 2015)  
• Rock Of Ages (Central Florida Regional Premiere 2016)  
• The Marvelous Wonderettes (Opening show of new theatre in Davenport 2017)  

Community/Region/Audience Served: TheatreWorks of Central Florida serves NE 
Polk County and the surrounding Central Florida region. We deliver a professional, high 
quality product and our target populations include the general public, schools, the 
elderly, underserved populations and our peer community. From our home theatre 
venue to special touring productions, we ensure all our performances are audience 
accessible on a physical, cultural and economic level. 
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Programming: 
 

• Main Stage Plays and Musicals 
Mission: To provide, preserve and promote the advancement of the art of live 
theatre by creating excellence in the arts that is engaging, entertaining and 
educationally insight for all audiences. 

 
• TheatreCares 

Mission: To provide a unique outreach program that promotes lifelong learning in 
the realm of the performing arts by creating special tours and programs for 
audiences who are physically, emotionally, financially, socially or geographically 
challenged and may otherwise not have the opportunity to embrace and engage 
in the art of a live performance. 

 
• ClassWorks 

Mission: To provide educational opportunities in the art of live theatre to aspiring 
youth and adults, taught by professionals on a professional level. Through 
intensive workshop and professional class formats, students will deepen their 
relationships with the theatrical process on all levels, fine tune their theatrical 
skills and enrich the community with exciting dynamic performances. 
 

Online Materials: 
 

 
TheatreWorks Florida Website: TheatreWorksFL.org 

 
TheatreWorks Florida Facebook: TheatreWorksFL 

 
TheatreWorks Florida Twitter: TheatreWorksFL 

 
TheatreWorks Florida YouTube: TWF0101 

 
Biographies of Key Personnel: 
 
SCOTT A. COOK (President/Artistic Producer-Director) 
Originally from NY, Scott has been producing and directing theatre nationally and 
internationally for 34 years. Show credits: Legally Blonde: The Musical (Central Florida 
regional professional premiere), The Great American Trailer Park Musical, Little Shop of 
Horrors, The Marvelous Wonderettes, Forever Plaid: Plaid Tidings (Holiday Nursing 
Home Tour 2008) and Cats. Original show designs include work for: Walt Disney World 
Company, Universal Studios Florida, and the Florida Special Olympics Summer Games. 
Scott owns and operates ImaginationWorks, an MTI endorsed company dedicated to 
the design and rental of the AUDREY II puppets from Little Shop of Horrors. Scott is the 
founder and CEO of TheatreWorks of Central Florida (2007-present). 
AFFILIATIONS: Valencia Community College (Orlando, FL), University of Central 
Florida (Orlando, FL), Rollins College (Winter Park, FL), Florida Southern College 

https://www.facebook.com/theatreworksfl/
https://twitter.com/TheatreWorksFl
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEaqbdXN8kx5bWNADC5KQ0g
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(Lakeland, FL), Orlando International Fringe Theatre Festival (Orlando, FL), Garden 
Theatre (Winter Garden, FL), Theatre Winter Haven (Winter Haven, FL), 
ImaginationWorks of Central FL, Inc. (Davenport, FL). 
 
JAMES F. BECK (Vice President/Resident Production Designer) 
James is the Designer/Technical Director and Department Chair of the Department of 
Theatre Arts at Florida Southern College (Lakeland, Florida). He has been designing 
and directing for various theatre companies as well as teaching at the college level 
since 1988. He has been the Resident Production Designer for TheatreWorks of Central 
Florida since its inception in 2007. With this company, he has received awards for Best 
Scenic Design of The Great American Trailer Park Musical and Little Shop of Horrors at 
the Orlando International Fringe Theatre Festival in 2010 & 2012 and Best Set 
(professional) for Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street (2014) and Rock 
Of Ages (2016) with the BroadwayWorld Orlando Awards. 
AFFILIATIONS: Florida Southern College (Lakeland, Florida). 
 
BARBARA ANDERSON (Secretary/Treasurer) 
Barbara has played a key role since the inception of TheatreWorks of Central Florida. 
She has helped to run the company in areas that include public relations, advertising 
and setting up financing. She has worked for 24 years with several major companies 
running their PR/ad department in Central Florida. She brings a wealth of knowledge to 
the table in the promotional department and has been treasurer for several non-profit 
companies in the past. Barbara currently owns and operates Barb’s Blue Waters - a 
highly successful pool construction company in Central Florida. 
AFFILIATIONS: Barbs Blue Water (Sanford, FL), Sanford School of Dance (Sanford, 
FL). 
 
ABELARDO GONZALES (Company Manager) 
Abelardo has a 24-year background with the USAF where he was most recently the 
Operations Manager, Aerospace Medicine, MacDill AFB, FL. He has a very strong 
background in management, supervision, training and excels in research & 
development. He is responsible for creating TheatreWorks of Central Florida’s efficient 
and effective business and administrative operating procedures and policies, as well as 
negotiating legal contracts, overseeing company and production budgets and has 
developed a strong research team. 
AFFILIATIONS: USAF Ret, Davenport School Task Force (Davenport, FL). 
 
ALEXIS SENGE JOHNSON (Development Director) 
Alexis is a University of Central Florida alumni with both an undergraduate degree in 
Management and a Master’s degree in Nonprofit focused on organizational 
development, grant writing and fundraising. Coupling her many years of professional 
experience in the production of live entertainment and special events at Walt Disney 
Parks & Resorts and SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment with her fields of study, Alexis 
now gives back to her arts community by merging creativity with analytical insight.  
AFFILIATIONS: Walt Disney World Resort (Orlando, FL). 
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Organizational Activities List 2010 - 2019: 
 
Year Title / Type 

of Program 
Program / 
Location 

Dates of 
Activity 

Project 
Head 

Attendance Recognition / 
Awards 

2010 GREAT 
AMERICAN 
TRAILER 

PARK 
MUSICAL / 

Touring 
Production 

Orlando 
Int’l. Fringe 

Theatre 
Festival; 
Orlando, 
Florida 

May 20 – 
May 30 

Scott A. 
Cook 

900 Winner of 11 
major awards 

including: 
Audience 

Choice Awards 
“Best in Fest” 

2011 LITTLE 
SHOP OF 

HORRORS 
/ Touring 

Production 

Main Stage 
Series; 
Garden 
Theatre, 
Winter 

Garden, 
Florida 

Oct 14 – 
Nov 06 

Scott A. 
Cook 

2,742  

2012 LITTLE 
SHOP OF 

HORRORS 
/ Touring 

Production 

Festival of 
Fine Arts; 

Florida 
Southern 
College, 

Lakeland, 
Florida 

Jan 14 Scott A. 
Cook 

600  

2012 LITTLE 
SHOP OF 

HORRORS 
/ Touring 

Production 

Orlando 
Int’l. Fringe 

Theatre 
Festival; 
Orlando, 
Florida 

May 17 – 
May 26 

Scott A. 
Cook 

765 Winner of 10 
major awards 

including: 
Audience 

Choice Awards 
“Best in Fest” 

2012 LEGALLY 
BLONDE 

THE 
MUSICAL / 
Central FL 
Regional 

Premiere / 
Touring 

Production 

Main Stage 
Series; 
Garden 
Theatre, 
Winter 

Garden, 
Florida 

Oct 05 – 
Oct 28 

Scott A. 
Cook 

2,854 Winner of 
BroadwayWorld 

Orlando     
“Best Musical 

2013” 
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Organizational Activities List 2010 - 2019 (cont.): 
 
Year Title / Type of 

Program 
Program / 
Location 

Dates 
of 

Activity 

Project 
Head 

Attendance Recognition / 
Awards 

2012 LEGALLY BLONDE 
THE MUSICAL / 
Central Florida 

Regional 
Professional 

Premiere / Touring 
Production 

Festival of 
Fine Arts; 

Florida 
Southern 
College, 

Lakeland, 
Florida 

Nov 03 Scott 
A. 

Cook 

500  

2013 

 

 

NUNSENSE 
/Touring Production 

Main Stage 
Series; 
Garden 
Theatre, 
Winter 

Garden, 
Florida 

Sep 13 
– Oct 

06 

Scott 
A. 

Cook 

2,174  

2014 SWEENEY TODD 
/Touring Production 

Main Stage 
Series; 
Garden 
Theatre, 
Winter 

Garden, 
Florida 

 Scott 
A. 

Cook 

3,317 Winner of 
BroadwayWorld 

Orlando     
“Best Set, 

Music 
Direction, & 

Lead Actress in 
A Musical 

2014” 

2014 WINTER 
WONDERETTES 

/Touring Production 

TheatreCares 
Holiday Tour; 

Orange & 
Polk 

Counties, 
Florida 

Nov 13 
–Dec 

21 

Scott 
A. 

Cook 

1,827 National 
Endowment for 
the Arts’ “Arts 

Engagement in 
American 

Communities” 
2014 Central 

Florida 
representative 
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Organizational Activities List 2010 - 2019 (cont.): 
 
Year Title / Type of 

Program 
Program / 
Location 

Dates 
of 

Activity 

Project 
Head 

Attendance Recognition / 
Awards 

2015 SCHOOL HOUSE 
ROCK LIVE! 

/Touring Production 

TheatreCares 
Tour; Orange, 

Osceola & 
Polk Counties 

Florida 

Sep 09- 
Oct 04 

Scott 
A. 

Cook 

807 National 
Endowment for 
the Arts’ “Arts 

Engagement in 
American 

Communities” 
2015 Central 

Florida 
representative; 
United Arts of 
Central Florida 
MiniGrant 2015 

2016 HANDS ON A 
HARDBODY/Touring 

Production 

Main Stage 
Series; 
Garden 
Theatre, 
Winter 
Garden 
Florida 

Jan 29 
– Feb 

21 

Scott 
A. 

Cook 

2,707  

2016 ROCK OF 
AGES/Touring 

Production 

TWF Main 
Stage, 

Orlando 
Florida & 

TheatreCares; 
Orange, 

Osceola & 
Polk Counties 

Florida 

Sep 28- 
Oct 02 

Scott 
A. 

Cook 

1911 National 
Endowment for 
the Arts’ “Arts 

Engagement in 
American 

Communities” 
Winner of 

BroadwayWorld 
Orlando     

“Best Set & 
Lead 

Supporting 
Actor in A 

Musical 2016” 

2017 THE MARVELOUS 
WONDERETTES 

Main Stage 
Series; DCC-
TWF Theatre 

Oct 06- 
Oct 02 

Scott 
A. 

Cook 

400  
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Organizational Activities List 2010 - 2019 (cont.): 
 
Year Title / Type of 

Program 
Program / 
Location 

Dates 
of 

Activity 

Project 
Head 

Attendance Recognition / 
Awards 

2017 WINTER 
WONDERETTES 

Main Stage 
Series; TWF 

Theatre 
(Davenport) 

Dec 01- 
Dec 17 

Scott A. 
Cook 

400  

2018 THE GREAT 
AMERICAN 

TRAILER PARK 
MUSICAL 

Main Stage 
Series; TWF 

Theatre 
(Davenport) 

Mar 09- 
Dec 18 

Scott A. 
Cook 

945 

 

 

 

2018 VET VOICES 

(‘Arts & Health for 
the Military’ 
program) 

TWF Theatre 
(Davenport) 

July 09-
present 

Mark 
Graham 

200 National 
Endowment for 

the Arts’ 
“Challenge 
America” 

2018 NUNSENSE Main Stage 
Series; TWF 

Theatre 
(Davenport) 

Sept 
07-Sept 

16 

Scott A. 
Cook 

575  

2018 THE GREAT 
AMERICAN 

TRAILER PARK 
CHRISTMAS 

MUSICAL 

Main Stage 
Series; TWF 

Theatre 
(Davenport) 

Dec 07-
Sept 16 

Scott A. 
Cook 

945  

2019 NUNSENSE 2: THE 
SECOND COMING 

Main Stage 
Series; TWF 

Theatre 
(Davenport) 

Mar 08-
Sept 17 

Scott A. 
Cook 

945  
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Production Photos 2010 – 2019: 

The Great American Trailer Park Musical – 2010 
 

 

     
  
Little Shop of Horrors – 2011 
 

 

  
  
Legally Blonde: The Musical – 2012 
 

 

  
 
TheatreWorks Florida Complete Photo Collection: CLICK HERE 

http://theatreworksfl.org/gallery/index.php?/category/twf_gallery
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Production Photos 2010 – 2019 (cont.): 

Nunsense – 2013 
 

 

     
  
Sweeney Todd – 2014 
 

 

  
  
Winter Wonderettes – 2014 
 

 

  
 
TheatreWorks Florida Complete Photo Collection: CLICK HERE 

http://theatreworksfl.org/gallery/index.php?/category/twf_gallery
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Production Photos 2010 – 2019 (cont.): 

Schoolhouse Rock Live! – 2015 
 

 

     
  
Hands On A Hardbody – 2016 
 

 

  
  
Rock Of Ages – 2016 
 

 
 
TheatreWorks Florida Complete Photo Collection: CLICK HERE 

http://theatreworksfl.org/gallery/index.php?/category/twf_gallery


 

11 

Production Photos 2010 – 2019 (cont.): 
The Marvelous Wonderettes – 2017 
 

 

     
  
The Great American Trailer Park Christmas 
Musical - 2018 
 

 

  
  
Nunsense 2: The Second Coming – 2019 
 

 
 
TheatreWorks Florida Complete Photo Collection: CLICK HERE 

http://theatreworksfl.org/gallery/index.php?/category/twf_gallery


 

 

March 29, 2019 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

TheatreWorks Florida has been an active member of our Chamber of Commerce since 
2017. Since day one of coming to our area they have provided fun, quality performances for 
our residents and business owners. They are involved in the Northeast Polk communities 
with our events and support the chamber and municipalities in a big way. I understand they 
have outgrown their current building and are looking to come into the downtown historic 
Haines City area to relocate the theatre. The Northeast Polk Chamber of Commerce 
welcomes this relocation and is thrilled for the opportunity to have them here among our 
businesses.  

We will do all we can as a partner to promote and support this move and help them thrive in 
this downtown location.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Lana Stripling  
Executive Director 
Northeast Polk Chamber of Commerce 
863-422-3751  cell: 863-604-7762 
https://www.northeastpolkchamber.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 

35610 Hwy 27, Haines City, FL  33844       863-422-3751 



POLK COUNTY VETERANS’ COUNCIL 
Box 3911 

Lakeland, FL  33802 
863-602-0921 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________   

 

31 January 2019 
 

To Whom it May Concern 
Re:  TheatreWorks Florida 
 
It is my pleasure to provide this recommendation for the theatre arts 
program, Vet Voices, developed and hosted by TheatreWorks Florida 
headed by Scott Cook and Abel Gonzales. 
 
For the past year, TheatreWorks Florida has worked with Veterans to 
involve them in multiple theatre dimensions—acting, writing, prop 
construction, etc.  From a Veterans perspective, we believe such a 
program is beneficial to those combat veterans seeking to deal with 
emotional issues such as PTSD as a result of their combat 
experience. 
 
We believe arts experiences including painting, music, sculpture, and 
the like are valuable in assisting with the emotional adjustment many 
veterans require.  The efforts of Scott and Abel, contribute in a 
meaningful way to the overall arts experience. 
 
I recommend TheatreWorks Florida be considered by any community 
to be included in a veteran support program. 
 
 
 
 
 
Gary E. Clark 
Colonel  USAF(Ret) 
Chairman 

 







 
June 21, 2017 
  
Scott A. Cook 
TheatreWorks Florida, Artistic Producer 
8 East Cypress Street 
Davenport, FL 33837 
 
Dear Mr. Cook, 
 
The Polk Arts Alliance is submitting this letter in support of the exciting 
professional, high quality productions that are being done by TheatreWorks 
Florida in our communities.    
 
Your mission and all the great work you are doing engages audiences and 
creates programming and opportunities that positively impacts all of our 
citizens including students, the elderly, the disabled, underserved 
populations in central Florida.  Your community outreach program 
TheatreCares, creates and reaches excellence in the arts for everyone.  
 

As Polk County’s only professional theater, your award winning 
TheatreWorks Florida is contributing to help establish the Davenport 
community as a premiere arts and culture center and with professional main 
stage plays and musicals that provide, preserve and promote the 
advancement of the art of live theatre. 

 
TheatreWorks Florida is building a stronger community, improving 

the quality of life and helping in the revitalization of the downtown area.  
 
We are very proud and fortunate to have such a level of artistic quality 

and expertise that contributes to the community’s cultural enrichment and 
provides opportunities and experiences unique to our Central Florida region.  

 
Sincerely, 

Meri Mass 
Meri Mass 
Executive Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
             
       
   
                          

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

Martha Roe Burke 
President 
 

Beth Cummings 
Vice President 
 

Andy Crossfield 
Treasurer 
 

Cindy Rodriguez 
Secretary  
 

Joan Davies 
Past President 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Kathy Buldini 
Rick Johnson 
Claire Orologas 
Anita Strang 
Auburn Taylor 
 

ART RESOURCE COUNCIL 
 

Patricia K. Lamb  
Chair 
J. Davis Connor  
Christine Bassett 
Allison Beeman 
Sue Bentley 
Dan Clark 
Bob English 
Dr.  Eileen Holden 
Nancy Hale Hoyt    
Dr. Anne Kerr 
Mike LaPan 
Cindy Hartley Ross 
Kerry M. Wilson 
Edie Yates 
 
EX-OFFICIO 
 

Melony Bell 
County Commissioner 
 

Cindy Rodriguez 
Polk County ACH Grants 
Committee Representative 
 

Polk County Schools 
Beth Cummings 
Director of Fine Arts 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 

Meri Mass 
 

MISSION: 
Cultivating an 
environment  

for the  
arts to flourish 

through  
Advocacy, 

Collaboration, 
Economic 

Development, 
Education and 

Promotion. 
 

 

The Polk Arts Alliance is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. All memberships and donations are tax deductible in accordance to the law. 

One hundred percent of the revenue from the sale of the Florida State of the Arts license plate comes back to Polk County. 
Select the Arts – Buy the Plate! 

 

Polk County’s Officially Designated Arts Agency  
 

PO Box 727, Bartow, FL  33831-0727 
863.559.2772          863.804.0494 

director@polkarts.org 

www.polkarts.org  


























